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No part of this publication may be copied, shared, reproduced or transmitted
in any way, mechanical or otherwise.

You DO NOT have the right to give away, sell or otherwise share this
publication unless you have been granted the necessary rights (which will be
in a separate license document).

Legal Notice
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factual and correct, and neither the author nor the publisher accept any
responsibility for mistakes or inaccuracies.

The information in this publication is just our opinion and advice, and is not
legal or accounting advice. We assume no responsibility for any loss, damage
or inconvenience arising from this material.
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What is Pinterest?

Pinterest is a website at http://pinterest.com

In a nutshell Pinterest is a:
“Visual Image Bookmarking Social Media Site”.
You could probably describe it in a dozen different ways!
Basically, it's like an online pinboard or collage.
So people 'pin' things they like to a pinboard for other people to enjoy.

Take a look at this example Pin Board from my friend Sarah Prout:

Search @infepeé% Add + About v :‘ Simon v

PINK + BEAUTIFUL mu-

997 followers, 110 pins

Balenciaga Voyage 24h - the one, the
only.

| love this Kate Spade dress. And it's
#Pink!v

pink patio
katespade.com
Uploaded by user

#pink love v

« W

[
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If a Pinterest user likes (or more likely, loves) an image, they can 'like' the
image.

And if they really like the image they can 're-pin' these items to their own
pinboards.

Not only that, you can set up boards that other people can pin to. So you can
collaborate and become the curator of a board on a particular topic.

What are the items that can be o T
pinned? '

Images. You can pin images from
anywhere on the 'net.

Also, Videos can be pinned, they have
their own section. Though to be
honest, these rarely look as pretty as
the rest of the site, as you can see:

So Pinterest is a very visual, very beautiful site. People tend to pin things that
look great, and people re-pin things if they love them.

It's very much emotion driven, people like and re-pin thousands of images.
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Why is Pinterest useful?

Pinterest is full of people who are passionate about things.
They are passionate about design, quality, visual niceness.
Why is this useful?

Simple, people want more, they want more and more of the same. They want
to see more, read more, they want more information.

So it's a naturally curious audience.

Traffic Generation

You can use this pinning method to generate traffic.

Every image is linked to the site it came from. THAT'S WHERE THE
TRAFFICIIS.

Users can click on an image that interests them, and they end up on the site it
came from.

So, you pin images on YOUR sites and YOU get that traffic.

And, if they are GREAT images, they might be repinned, and hence that
virally attracts more traffic.

And, even better, users activity ends up on their connected Facebook and
Twitter accounts. So you automatically gain from those networks too!

It's been said that Pinterest is driving more traffic to sites than
YouTube, Google+ and LinkedIn combined...
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How do you use Pinterest?
Okay, let's walk through using Pinterest.

Invite Only
At the time of writing, the site is Invite Only.

I requested an invite, and was a member within a few days.
Why are they doing this? I think it's to manage their growth, so they don't

grow too quickly — rememeber, right now they aren't making any money!
(Does that sound familiar, think Twitter...)
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Search

What happened bandaids: Best ever!
$7 tiny535w&available #Bandaids

1890 likes 39 comments 5889 repins
ey N Jane Wang o Small things
{ i that work very well
Laura Yarbrough A scaris a
tattoo with a better story:)

i Emilee Baumagart Hi

SilverBridge --Be the
Change Wear you boo-boo
with honor!

f Rhonni Jousting bandages
. need to be much bigger.

I Susanna Giddens Bought
E these at Urban Outfitters last

night. :)

All 39 comments...

Pinterest is an online pinboard.
Organize and share things you love

Pinterest

Everything ~ - Videos - Populat

Request an Invite » Login

Natures

Jayne Marie
Beauty

Rose Varga Reminds me of
wisteria that we had growing...

=

Balcony pools in the Aquaria Grande in
Mumbai

16 likes 2 ¢

Amber Miller Luxe
living
H Dana Owens Amazing®
ﬂ Sara Goff Sweet®

About v Login

oreo cookies and cream no-bake
cheesecakes ... via baker's royal

'- " Michael Wurm
{inspiredbycharm.com}

i bake

Bianca Medeiros fiquei até
com fome

N Heidy Daniel yum

g Carrie Stefani yum'

Cara Caldwell @Carol
Colestock They would have
used a mini cheesecake pan
Small cavities with a push out
(up) bottom....| have one and
mine come out looking like this.
**Tip - | use the press from my
latte machine to press the
cookie base into the bottom of
the cup
http:/iwww.gourmetwareho!

ﬁ Sheila Laurenz locks so good

All 48 comments...

m

Signup and Username

Once you've been granted your invite, you need to signup.

Take care to choose a good username — it gets displayed all over the place, so

if you are doing it for a company, use the right brand.

It also gets used in the url, eg: http://pinterest.com/pinguides
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Edit Profile

You should fill out the profile (like in
this example) to ensure maximum
exposure for your website and social
profiles.

In your About box put something
meaningful about yourself and your
interests.

Put your real location, remember your
country — Pinterest is global.

Put your website, include the http://

You can link your profile to both
Facebook and Twitter. Do this.

And finally, make sure the “Hide from
search engines” is OFF, unlike to the
right!

Edit Profile

Pinterest Add+  About~ g Simon

simon@simoncrabb.com
Change Email Settings
Change Password
Simon

Crabb

simoncrabb

Online Business Consultant and Radio Control Car
Racer

Bournemouth, UK

http://simoncrabb.com

w8  Upioad an Image

‘ Refresh from Facebook
-

3‘ r -
x Refresh from Twitter
v

Find Facebook Friends on Pinterest

L

.

|
[

1

Delete Account

‘ Save Profile

o
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Your Public Profile

As you will see in this example below, your public profile is a snapshot of you
and your pinboards. (Excuse the lack of pins in this snapshot, Simon has not
done much pinning on this personal account at the time of the snapshot!)

Note the red circled area. This is where the About, Location are displayed.
And the icons link (via do-follow links) to your website, Twitter, Facebook

and a link to your Pinterest RSS.

Simon Crabb 6 Boards - 7 Pins - 1 Like

39 followers, 80 following
Schumacher Tamiya

Edit Edit

@nline Business Consultant and
Radio Control Car Racer. Shed
lover, tree hugger, sandcastle
maker

Imagery For the Home

) "
o—

Bournemouth, UK

¥ £ D

Simen pinned TRF511 to

Tamiya.

Simen pinned TRF201 to
E Tamiya.

. Simon pinned Cat SX3 to
%’;‘ Schumacher .

Edit Edit

Simen started following
Schumacher by Simon
Crabb.

§ Simon repinned Tamiya Vajra is
g Back to Tamiya.

Simen started following Tamiya
by Simon Crabb.

Add +  About~ ‘g Simon ~

Rearrange Boards

m

Edit

My Style

Edit
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Creating Boards

Click the Add button and it gives you three options:

Add
Pin images from any website as you browse the web with the “Pin Iit” button.
il
ull®
Add a Pin Upload a Pin Create a Board

To create a board, you obviously click Create a Board...

Create a Board

Board Name

Board Category Select a Category v

Who can pin? @ 1 Just Me 441 Me + Contributors

. Create Board .

Give it a good name!

The board name is used in <h3> tags on your profile page, so that's good for
SEO. Creating boards with a good SEO keyword may be A Good Thing.

You can also at this stage you can categorize your Board. This helps people
find them.

Finally, you can see who can pin to that board. You can keep it private for
yourself, or allow contributors to pin to that board.
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Pinning Items To Boards

You are now ready to start pinning!

Your Boards get created as you pin things — you pin 'onto' a board, and if the
board doesn't exist, you can create a new board at that point.

So to pin an item you can do it in a variety of ways:
A You can use the 'Add’ link as previsouly
A You can install the Pin It Button to the bookmarks bar of your browser.

A You can use an iPhone app (more apps to come no doubt!)
A You can click a Pin It Button on a website (if the website owner has

included them...)
I'll run through the use of the Add link and the bookmark bar Pin It Button.

Add Link

If you click the Add link (at the top of every Pinterest page) and click Add a
Pin you see this:

Add a Pin

Find Images

You now need to copy and paste a website address into that box, and click
Find Images.

Add a Pin

http:/iwww.flickr.com/explore/interesting/7days/ Find Images

Trees v
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You can now click prev or next to find the image you require.

Then choose a board to put it on (you can also create a new one from here
too).

Give it a GOOD description (think of terms people searching for it will use).
Pin It.
Note: You can Tweet it right from here.

You'll get the pin page, with some extra options; you can share it, like it,
comment on it, re-pin it, etc.

You've done your first pin just like in this example.

Search Pinterest Add +  About~ 'Z Simon ~

1£ Simon Crabb

T Repin || Edit Fron K Like

<> Embed|

T Report

Edit @ Email

Also from flickr.com

[ [e—— i
—x* | = 1 Nice moody black and white trees

L
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Broswer Bookmark Pin It Button

I find myself using the bookmark bar Pin It Button a lot.

Or, if you go to a website and click the Pin It Button on your browser
bookmark bar (you'll have to install it first from
http://about.pinterest.com/goodies/ )

So you visit a page, and if you want to pin an image, just click the Pin It
button on your bookmark bar.

Then you get a lovely page with all the imaged from the previous page laid out
for you to choose one,

Cancel Pin

240 x 169 240 x 155

L
N rp- A
“;240 x 229 240 x 160 240 x 160 240 x 160

Just click on the one you want.
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You'll then get the box to choose the Board and add a description like when
using the Add link.

(] Twitter

Pin It, and you've pinned another one. I love using this method — it's well
worth installing the Bookmark Pin It Button.

Repinning

The other way to pin things to boards is to pin someone else image that's
already on Pinterest.

This is called re-pinning.

You just hover over the image you want to repin and it gives you a button to
click. Then you'll be taken to the board choose and description box as usual.
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Liking and Commenting

If you are a Facebook user (and if you're not, why on earth not?), you'll know
all about Liking and Commenting.

You can do that on Pinterest too. I'm not going to tell you how; you'll figure it
out when you hover over any image.

Following

The other social aspect of Pinterest is to follow other people or boards.

Following people you like the pinning of generates your own Pinterest home
page, it changes as people pin things.

Following a board us similar, items from those boards are presented to you.

To follow a person, just click on their name, go to their profile, and click
Follow All.

Joey Bushnell 13 Boards - 172 Pins - 161

112 followers, 496 following

Personal Development

Lifeis

100 short

with 1F 1115 IMPORTANT
70Y0U, YOU WILL

SUck the FIND A WAY,

nacpiegs ¥ NOT, YOULL FIND

Follow All |

» | /TN
Follow
[ Joey started following John
4 Taylor.
W'E Joey started following Sharron Places | have been
JART @ Whitehot Jewellery. E e s
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Search

Get More

Clicks on
Twitter

Write tweets between
120 and 130 characters.

Place links about 25%
of the way through.

Tweet your links at a
slower pace.

\

Pinterest Add +  About ¥

l-‘ Simon v

Help Joey categorize this board! |Select a Category: E]

nfographics o

182 followers, 15 pins

Follow

FiRepin || ¥ Like W Comment
WHY YOUR mamstory ur the——
BUSINESS Business of . Hlstory '\'lNG

WRtE

MUST GO

SOCIAL? SOC'a' Medla v

| »

m

e

You will also notice you can Facebook like the board too. Are you seeing the

viral power here?
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So where is the traffic?
Simple,
When you click on a pinned image, you are taken to its 'pin' page:

& | Joey Bushnell via David Griffith

plify Social Media

A History of the
Business of

Social Media ' Bl

¥ Tweet

<> Embed

C Report Pin

@ Email

CLICK THE IMAGE AGAIN
and you will be

TAKEN TO THE WEBSITE THE IMAGE IS FROM

That's where the traffic is. Get it?
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How do you make the most of Pinterest?

Pin Beautiful Things

Keep to the ethos of Pinterest, and always pin beautiful images. People are
naturally going to click through to take a better look.

Don't pin boring stuff, or things that are just not interesting.

And note the report button, people can report images, and I suspect your
account could shut down if you get too many of those.

Play nicely.

Pin Regularly

As with all Social Media, regular steady use is far better than using it heavily
and sproradically.

If you use it regularly (or, hint, outsource it) your pins and your name or
brand will be in front of people more often.

Be Social

Use Pinterest to build relationships with other people.

Follow people.

Like images.

Comment on images.

Re-Pin images (people are notified of this).

Share your own pins, and other peoples pins on Facebook and Twitter
etc.

- = - >
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Demographics

It's important to note that Pinterest has a VERY heavy skew towards women.

Certainly that's the case at the time of writing. I think as more men get on to
it, and pin images of cars, footballs and mountain bikes then women will be
the dominant pinners.

How can you use that? Choose female niches to promote.
Some examples:

Fashion

Cookery

Babies

Cute Animals
etc.

Infographics

Because of the nature of Pinterest being image based, if you want to get across
a lot of information, or even, dare I say it, sell, or pre-sell to people direct on
Pinterest you could look at pinning infographics.

As they tend to be large, and visually interesting I suspect a lot of traffic could
be generated to your site, as people will click through them to see them 'full
size'.

So here's an idea, generate an infographic sales page.

And pin it.
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Videos

Video has a section all of its own. So you can take advantage of that and pin
your videos from YouTube etc.

Note this would work especially well if the video still thumbnail is bright and
attractive.

You'll have to work out how to do that for yourselves...

Gifts

There's a gift section on Pinterest.
This should be ringing alarm bells in your head.

Basically if you add a price to a description of a pin it can be included in the
Gifts section.

Perfect for selling items or affiliate marketing. More in the next section.
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What can you do with Pinterest traffic?

With this traffic, you can use it in a variety of ways.

Brand Building

Use it for the usual Social Media brand building. You need to be everywhere
in Social Media, Pinterest is just the latest site you need to include in your
online marketing mix.

Watermarking

Watermark the images on your site with your URL or something more
creative to encourage people to click through.

Sell Own Items

If you have your own ecommerce site, then pinning the images can link
directly to sales.

Or encourage your customers to do the linking for your, run a competition —
see later.

Affiliate Marketing

Think beautiful items that people might want to buy, especially on impulse.

Link to them and earn from any sales that come from them. Two possible
ways of doing this are:

Landing Page

Create a simple landing page with the image you want to pin. Perhaps include
a price, or a call to action to get the person to click through to the affiliate site.
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Direct Linking

It's back, Direct Linking! If the affiliate program includes your tracking ID in
the actual URL of the page that the image lives on you can directly pin that

page.

The biggest example of this is Amazon.com — there's a LOT of people pinning
Amazon images with affiliate links...

I don't know how long this will last before Pinterest is spammed to heck with
false profiles and pinning bots...

ey Step
vl

hanie J.
e s Follow

rom amazon.com

[ : 1 £
.

¥i Repin ¥ Like

amazon.com
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Pinterest Competitions

You can run a competition, to get people to create boards containing links to
images on your own site.

Take a look at this example I found:

Pinterest Competition — Win £200

rilke [ 8 people like this. Be the first of your friends.

Pinterest Competition

Since we have been really enjoying using Pinterest we have decided to launch a
fun competition that lets people be as creative as they want. Our prize is £200
sterling ($316 | €241)

1. Please create a board on Pinterest and design your own magieal home/private study.
choosing the interior stylings — floor covers, furniture, lighting, rugs etc...

2. Create a name for this board be as creative as you can, but make sure you add
‘pinterestingflooring’ after your choosen name i.e

‘Maggie's reading niche’ — Pinterestingflooring
‘McKay’s Secret Cove’ — Pinterestingflooring
this is so we can identify vour board quickly.

3. Yourboard should include at least one of McKay Flooring's products from the online
webshop http:/ /www.mckavflooring.co.uk or from our Pinterest board titled
“Competition — McKay Flooring Products” hint McKay Flooring like to be indulged
with kind words so say why yvou like this particular floor or design and tag

#mekayflooring.
4. Once your board is complete please share on McKay Flooring Facebook and Twitter

The competition will close on Friday 2nd March 2012 and the winner will be announced on

Wednesday 7th March 2012

So please fellow followers start pinning!

Note, you could have all these instructions as an image, and pin that image to
a competition board, then share that board around too.
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THE END

pinterestquides.com

pinterestquides.com



http://pinterestguides.com/

